oo o MEUl
Research Project

Mykolas Romeris
University

Responsive and
nsible University ‘

MYKOLAS ROMERIS UNIVERSITY
SUPPORT TO THE UKRAINIAN
WAR AFFECTED PEOPLE

October 14, 2026




ABOUT MYKOLAS ROMERIS UNIVERSITY noo

Vilnius Campus Kaunas Campus Marijampolé Campus
8 g g Q [j LAW SCHOOL
State owned internationally-
minded public Lithuanian PUBLIC SECURITY
University of Social Sciences STUDENTS STAFF ACADEMY

and Humanities (SSH) FACULTY OF PUBLIC
established in 1990, ~6 533 ~ GOVERNANCE
AND BUSINESS

FACULTY OF HUMAN AND
SOCIAL STUDIES

SUDOVIAN ACADEMY



ABOUT THE PROJECT

Aim: The research aims to present the
theoretical concept of the Responsive and
Responsible University and illustrate it with
the example of Mykolas Romeris University
support for people affected by Russia's war
in Ukraine.

Objectives: HOO

1.Based on MRU's documented efforts, experience,
and expertise, give a framework and examples for
other universities that may face a similar crisis
situation around the world.

2. Examine the concept of a Responsive and
Responsible University in relation to research-based
literature corresponding to practical MRU activities
within broader academic discussions, focusing on
how higher education institutions can serve as
societal change agents in times of crisis in addition to
their traditional missions of education and research.

3. Analyse the university Third Mission through the
lens of community reflection and lessons learned, and
provide insights for institutions globally.



CONTEXT: UKRAINIAN WAR REFUGEES oo

Since Russia’s full-scale invasion to Ukraine on February 24, 2022

Regional Information Centre for
Western Europe

No fewer than 6.168 million Ukrainian refugees were registered across Europe by the end of July
2024, according to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). The war has

caused the largest population displacement crisis since World War I, with nearly a third of the

population forced 10 flee their homes.

Another 571,000 Ukrainians are exiled outside of Europe, bringing the global total of this
community to 6.74 million people. Additionally, 3.7 million people are internally displaced within

Ukraine's borders, according 1o the United Nations.

Source: United Nations Regional Information Center for Western Europe, 2024



CONTEXT: UKRAINIANS IN LITHUANIA oo

Age/Sex Professions Map of the war
108 547
Ukrainian citizens 99 % 3 699 22 772 74 833 7 243
Lithuani ia Ledtal
21
Ukrainian citizens 95 % 1 5 1 5 0
Lithuania Letal
Last 7 days
208
Ukrainian citizens 98 % 1 2 20 1 65 0
Lithuani ia Lodal
———

246
Ukrainian citizens 95 % 1 8 1 9 2 0 5 0
Source: State Data Agency, 2026

Lithuwania total



ACTIONS: MRU SUPPORT TO UKRAINE oo

v'Leading and empowering civil society

v Providing humanitarian aid

v Employing Ukrainian researchers and enrolling
students

v"Welcoming a refugee school

v'Mobilizing national and international partners to
help universities

v/ Activiting lawyers

v'Supporting teachers that work with migrants

v'Helping to learn Lithuanian and integrate



ACTIONS: SUPPORT TO STUDENTS AND RESEARCHERS Feo

mea Mykolas Romeris
University :

MRU stands with
Ukrainian students

ACADEMIC

MOBILITY

YHIBepcuTeT Mukonaca
Pomepica




ACTIONS: HUMANITARIAN AID
N a el @ - 7

Small Gestures with
Great Meaning

MRU donated 200 blankets
to Ukrainian soldiers®




ACTIONS: WELCOMING A REFUGEE SCHOOL
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ACTIONS: MOBILIZING INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS

Mykolas Romeris
ASSOCIATION University

EURDPEAN
WOMEN
RECTORS

UKRAINIAN UNIVERSITY LEADERS:
CHALLENGES, NEEDS AND EXPECTATIONS

Survey report

Rpril 2023

Ukrainian Days at MRU

Academic Discussion and
Solidarity Support for Ukraine

B3

MYKOLO ROMERIO UNIVERSITETAS

MYKOLAS ROMERIS UNIVERSITY
Ateities st. 20 LT-08303 Vilnius Lithvania
Telephone +370 5 271 4625 Fax. +370 5 267 6000 E-mail roffice@mruni.cu  www.mruni.cu

Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine 28 -02-2022 No. 3A(8.8-321)-{5
ministry@mon.gov.ua

SUPPORT AND COMMITMENT TO UKRAINE
Dear all members of Ukrainian Academic Community,

On behalf of academic community of Mykolas Romeris University I would like to express our strong
support to the people of Ukraine who are fighting for their Independent State and a right to live in
freedom, democracy and peace.

We, the people of Lithuania, stand together with your brave men and women who are in the front
lines of defending Ukraine and our shared European values against the brutality of the anachronistic
aggressor. Our thoughts are with all the people of Ukraine suffering from the war in your country and

" moum the lives that Ukraine has already lost.

Please stay assured that we firmly stand with you - our long-standing academic partners — and the
whole Ukrainian academic community. We are ready to share bread, salt and a shelter with those

d demic staff bers from Ukraine who are already a part of MRU global network and
those who wish to join us in the future.

We have a strong belief that peace will return to Ukraine so that democracy, rule of law and human
rights could triumph against the ruthless totalitarian machine. Let’s stay united defending our
common values and to continue our work shaping a better future for our countries and people.

“Glory to Ukraine! — Glory to the heroes!™



ACTIONS: ACTIVATING LAWYERS TO SUPPORT INJURED CHILDREN moo

Support Ukrainian children

Mykolas Romeris University
LTO6 7300 01016365 9997
~swedbank®, AB

SWIFT/BIC: HABALT22

Please specify "For children of
Ukraine" in the payment purpose

Support is provided for children who have suffered
severe burns due to attacks on civilians.

1ds will F)e collected until 30 November ‘.U KRAINE ma wrs]/ilflglreas?ti?omeris




ACTIONS: SUPPORTING TEACHERS WORKING WITH WAR MIGRANTS 260

- Erasmus+

2022-2-PL01-KA220-YOU-000095782

MentUwell
Nl

Preserving youth mental wellbeing in wartime migration crisis




ACTIONS: HELPING TO LEARN LITHUANIAN AND INTEGRATE FEm

o 000
Iceland EP‘E » —_— e

Liechtenstein Norway Mykolo Romerio
Norwaygrants grants universitetas

WORKING TOGETHER FOR AN INCLUSIVE EUROPE
LUAHOBHI YKPAIHLL,

VHiBepcuteT Mukonaca PoMepica 3anpoluye Bac 3apeecTpyBatmca Ha
6e3KOLUTOBHI KYypCWU NMTOBCHKOI MOBW Ta KynsTypu!

PeecTpauinHa dopma 3a NOCUNAHHAM

Let's practice Lithuanian together!

e CKopo, 3 BepecHA 2024 poky, Ha Bac YeKakTh: Language Gafé < Nodextbocelils
« A1, A2, B1, B2 piBHI MOBHWUX KYpPCIB; ; -i
2 a
v

CC, iv i)

* MOX/IMBICTb MiAroTyBaTUCA A0 CKNagaHHA [lep>KaBHOro MOBHOrO icnuTty 3
nutoeckkoi MoBu Kateropiil Ta ll;

* HaB4YaHHA B Manux rpynax (Ao 10 ocib) i3 rHy4YKWM rpadikom;

MentUwell
N

* iHTEpaKTUBHI TeKUii B CydacHUX ayauTopiax yHIBepCcUTETY Ta Pi3HUX nokKauiax
Craporo Micta y BinbHtoci; coUiokynsTypHi 3axoaum, Likasi eKcKypceil.
-

"
OABAWTE \
CTBOPUMO HALL .

MOBHWMK CBIT

Binbwe iHpopmMmauii za

P Y e L L LT ST N e AT ST



ACTIONS: GLOBAL COALITION OF UKRAINIAN STUDIES

L]~

®
I-I GLOBAL COALITION

OF UKRAINIAN STUDIES




OUTCOMES AND IMPACT

v" MRU and local community people have discovered their own giving power and volunteering potential.

v Organisations and individuals came together, co-created and mobilized to donate, provide humanitarian
aid and support.

v" The co-living and co-studying has improved Lithuanian educational policy and practice.
v MRU has demonstrated how a university can actively implement its Third Mission in the face of a crisis.

v' The university has discovered that civil society, individuals, and communities fully support and engage
into meaningful cause.

v Increased intercultural knowledge and understanding, sensitivity and support to people in need.

v" The relations and collaborative efforts between national and international partners to support those in
need were strengthened.

v' The importance of language in crafting narratives and safeguarding Lithuanian national identity and
security became apparent.

v" MRU also works with policymakers to develop long-term refugee integration policies, as well as to
support and equip the next generation with the skills they need to face future possible geopolitical crisis
or other caused difficulties.



CONCLUSIONS AND IMPLICATIONS

AN

N N NN

Universities - powerful organizations
Rapid Response Governance, Shared Leadership, “Living Lab” approach

Sustainability-driven Third Mission activities’ integration into long-term support
planning.

Dynamically reconfiguration of human and material assets to promote security,
social justice and community well-being

Organisational transformation across organisational structures, culture, and
academic priorities.

Influencers of society, more socially engaged, inclusive, and mission-driven.
Based on institutional autonomy universities can make courageous actions
Safeguard humanistic tradition and advocate for the most vulnerable

Constructors of just and safe future society



THANK YOU.

DR. NOMEDA GUDELIENE

ADVISOR TO REPUTY RECTOR ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
MYKOLAS ROMERIS UNIVERSITY

NGUDEL@MRUNI.EU;
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