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ABOUT THE PROJECT 

Aim: The research aims to present the
theoretical concept of the Responsive and
Responsible University and illustrate it with
the example of Mykolas Romeris University
support for people affected by Russia's war
in Ukraine.

Objectives:

1.Based on MRU's documented efforts, experience,
and expertise, give a framework and examples for
other universities that may face a similar crisis
situation around the world.

2. Examine the concept of a Responsive and
Responsible University in relation to research-based
literature corresponding to practical MRU activities
within broader academic discussions, focusing on
how higher education institutions can serve as
societal change agents in times of crisis in addition to
their traditional missions of education and research.

3. Analyse the university Third Mission through the
lens of community reflection and lessons learned, and
provide insights for institutions globally.
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CONTEXT: UKRAINIAN WAR REFUGEES

Since Russia‘s full-scale invasion to Ukraine on February 24, 2022

Source: United Nations Regional Information Center for Western Europe, 2024
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CONTEXT: UKRAINIANS IN LITHUANIA 

Source: State Data Agency, 2026 



ACTIONS: MRU SUPPORT TO UKRAINE

✓Leading and empowering civil society

✓Providing humanitarian aid

✓Employing Ukrainian researchers and enrolling 
students

✓Welcoming a refugee school

✓Mobilizing national and international partners to 
help universities

✓Activiting lawyers 

✓Supporting teachers that work with migrants 

✓Helping to learn Lithuanian and integrate



ACTIONS: SUPPORT TO STUDENTS AND RESEARCHERS



ACTIONS: HUMANITARIAN AID



ACTIONS: WELCOMING A REFUGEE SCHOOL



ACTIONS: WELCOMING A REFUGEE SCHOOL



ACTIONS: MOBILIZING INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS



ACTIONS: ACTIVATING LAWYERS TO SUPPORT INJURED CHILDREN 



ACTIONS: SUPPORTING TEACHERS WORKING WITH WAR MIGRANTS  



ACTIONS: HELPING TO LEARN LITHUANIAN AND INTEGRATE



ACTIONS: GLOBAL COALITION OF UKRAINIAN STUDIES



OUTCOMES AND IMPACT 

✓ MRU and local community people have discovered their own giving power and volunteering potential.

✓ Organisations and individuals came together, co-created and mobilized to donate, provide humanitarian

aid and support.

✓ The co-living and co-studying has improved Lithuanian educational policy and practice.

✓ MRU has demonstrated how a university can actively implement its Third Mission in the face of a crisis.

✓ The university has discovered that civil society, individuals, and communities fully support and engage

into meaningful cause.

✓ Increased intercultural knowledge and understanding, sensitivity and support to people in need.

✓ The relations and collaborative efforts between national and international partners to support those in

need were strengthened.

✓ The importance of language in crafting narratives and safeguarding Lithuanian national identity and

security became apparent.

✓ MRU also works with policymakers to develop long-term refugee integration policies, as well as to

support and equip the next generation with the skills they need to face future possible geopolitical crisis

or other caused difficulties.



CONCLUSIONS AND IMPLICATIONS 

✓ Universities - powerful organizations

✓ Rapid Response Governance, Shared Leadership, “Living Lab” approach

✓ Sustainability-driven Third Mission activities’ integration into long-term support

planning.

✓ Dynamically reconfiguration of human and material assets to promote security,

social justice and community well-being

✓ Organisational transformation across organisational structures, culture, and

academic priorities.

✓ Influencers of society, more socially engaged, inclusive, and mission-driven.

✓ Based on institutional autonomy universities can make courageous actions

✓ Safeguard humanistic tradition and advocate for the most vulnerable

✓ Constructors of just and safe future society
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